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Heb. xi. 14. 


Follow Holineſs, without which no 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


HE whole Verſe runs thus, Fol- 
low Peace with All Men, and 
Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee 
the Lokpd. But becauſe this Latter 
Clauſe 1s Sufficient to fill a Diſcourſe, 
yea, (I might have ſaid) a Volume of 
Diſcourſes; therefore this ſhall be the 
Subject of our Diſcourſe and Meditation 
at preſent. As CHRIS our Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſo CHRIST our Holineſs likewiſe is 
a Theme upon which All Evangelical 
Miniſters may continually exſpatiate. 
This Subject can never be exhauſted. 
This Text indeed 1s frequently quoted 
by Many to patronize and countenance 
Self-Holineſs, and to bring People into a 
Neglect and Diſeſteem of CHRIST their 
Holineſs. For they being Ignorant of 
CuRIST's Holineſs and going about to e- 
ſtabliſh their own Holineſs have not ſub- 
mitted themſelves to the Holineſs of 
A 2 CHRIST, 
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CHRIST. For CHRIsT is the End of 
the Law for Holineſs as well as for 
Righteouſneſs, Rom. x. 3, 4. We can 
no more be ſanctified by the Law than 
we can be juſtified by it. But CHRIST 
is the End of the Law both for Juſtifica- 
tion, and for Sanctification allo. : 
Who was the Author of this Epiſtle 


we do not now contend. But moſt 


agree to aſcribe it to St. Paul becauſe of 
the Elegance of the Stile and the Subli- 
mity of the Matter. *Tis Plain the In- 
ſpired Penman (be he who he will) at- 
tempts to exalt CYRIST and to ſhew the 
Inſufficiency of All Jewiſh Rites and Ce- 
remonies in themſelves conſider d. The 


Divine Writer hath in the Foregoing 


Part of this Epiſtle ſhewn the Excellency 
of CHR18T the Apoſtle and High Priest 
of our Profeſſion above All the Prieſts of 
the Order of Aaron and Levi, both in 
Reſpect of his Perſon and alto in Reſpect 
of the Sacrifice which he offered. Mo/es 
verily was Faithful as a Servant——but 
CHRIST as @ SON over his own Houſe, 
Heb. iii. 5, 6. The Jewiſh Prieſts were 
mortal Men, but CHRIST was the Im- 
mortal Gop. They were Sinners, and 
ſo needed firſt. to offer Sacrifice for their 
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own Sins, and then for the People's; but 
He was Holy, Hook, Un filed, Se- 
* parate from Sinners, Higher than the 
; Heavens, Heb. vii. 26, 27. They of- 

fered the Blood of Bulls and Goats, but 

he offered his own Blood, ix. 13, 14. 
: They had a Mutable Prieſthood, but he 
| an Immutable one. They were not ſuf- 
- fered to continue by reaſon of Death; but 

CuR1sT continueth ever and hath an 
Unchangeable Prieſthood, vii. 23, 24. 
Having therefore thus eſtabliſh' d their 
Faith, He now comes to exhort them to 
Chriſtian Holineſs. Follow Peace with 
All Men, and Holineſi——— This Exhor- 
tation belongs to us, and to All who pro- 
felis the Chriſtian Religion. We are as 
much concerned in it as thoſe Hebrew 
Believers to whom the Inſpired Writer 
firſt directed it. It becomes us therefore 
to enquire, 


I. What 1s. Holineſs, and wherein it 
conſiſts. 


IT. We ſhall ſnew how and where E- 
vangelical Holineſs is to be attained, 
And 
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putteth no Truſt in his Saints; yea, the 
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III. Inſiſt upon the Neceſſity of Holi- 
neſs from the Conſideration which 


the Apoſtle here ſuggeſts, viz. that 


without it no Man ſhall ſee the 
Loxp, 4s 


Of Each of theſe in - their Order, 
And 


I. What is Holineſs? And here I do 
not propoſe to entertain you with Criti- 
cal or Philoſophical Definitions of the 
Thing; which indeed would be as Need- 
leſs as they are Unprofitable. All Holi- 
neſs originally ſubſiſts in Gop. He is 
Glorious in Holineſs, Exod. xv. 11. He 
is infinitely Holy, He is eſſentially and 
eternally Holy; and is therefore called 
by Way of Eminence the Holy, Holy, 
Holy Lorp of Hoſts, Iſa. vi. 3. And the 
Scriptures in Numerous Places aſcribe 
Holineſs to the LorD, Exod. xxvil. 36. 
Zech. xiv. 20, &. Thou art of Purer 
Eyes than to behold Evil, and canſt not 


look on Iniquity, Hab. i. 13. Behold even 


to the Moon, and it ſhineth not; yea, the 
Stars are not Pure in his Sight. He 


Heavens are not Clean in his Sight 
| and 


71 
and his Angels he charged with Folly, 
Job. xxv. 5. xv. 15. iv. 18, All Holi- 
neſs is in God, When we ſee Him we 
beſt know what Holineſs is. 

Jesvs CHRIST is Gop. He created 
All Things; He upholds Al Things; 
and he reconciles All Things to himſelf, 
whether they be Things in Earth, or 
Things in Heaven, Col. i. 16, 17, 20. 
He is the Everlaſting Father, Iſa. ix. 6. 
He is LoRD of All, Acts x. 36. And 
the Lorp JEsus 7s that Spirit, 2 Cor. 
iii. 17. To us there is but One God the 
Father, of whom are All Things, aud we 
in him; and One LoRD JESUS CuRIST, 
by «»hom are All Things, and we by him, 
1 Cor, viii. 6., He ſhall be called the Sox 
of the Higheſt——the Holy Tris, 
Luke i. 32, 35. The HoLy One, Acts 
iii. 14. the Hory CniLpd Jxsus, iv. 
27. He and the Father are One, Joh. 
viii, 30. Therefore All Holineſs is in 
Him. Judiciouſly therefore doth our 
eſtabliſh'd Church attribute Holneſs to 
CHRIST only in that Remarkable Doxo- 
logy, Thou only art Holy, thou only 
* art the Lokxp, thou only, O CHRIST 
« with the HoLY GnosT, art moſt 
High in the Glory of Gop * Fa- 
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* ther,” CHRIST is here made the Ob- 
ject of Chriſtian Worſhip, which indeed 
is Right; ſo faith the Martyr Stephen, 
Lok JEsvs, receive my Spirit, Acts vii. 
ner who know the Saviour know 
what Holineſs is; they who know not 
the Saviour, know nothing of the Matter. 
Believers in CHRIST are Partakers of his 
Holineſs, Heb. xii. 10. Hence they are 
called Holy Men or Saints (for they are 
both the ſame in the Original) in Vari- 
ous Places of Scripture, as Rom. i. 7. 1 
1.2.20: 1. 1. 2 Pet. i. 21, &c: 
&c. Indeed Adam was created in the I- 
mage of Gop, and ſo he was endued 
with Knowledge, Righteouſneſs and Ho- 
lineſs of Truth, Gen. i. 27. Eph. iv. 24. 
He was Free from All Sin, and his Na- 
ture was Holy; and as he was a Creature, 
he bore the Stamp or Impreſs of the Cre- 
ator's Holine/5, But as ſoon as he ſinned, 
he deprived himſelf of All his Holineſs; 
he was no longer that Pure and Holy 
Creature which Gop made him, but 
that Filthy and Unholy Creature which 
Sin had made him. Before his Fall All 
the- Thoughts and Inclinations of his 
Heart, and All the Faculties of his Soul 
were 
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were Holy; but afterwards, no Holy De- 
fire, no Holy Diſpoſition remained in 
Him, no not one, He was far gone 
from Original Holineſs, and fo are All 
his Poſterity to this Day. Gop looked 
down upon the Earth, and behold it was 
corrupt: for All Fleſh had corrupted bis 
May upon the Earth, Gen. vi. 12. They 
have deeply corrupted themſelves, Hol. ix. 
9. All are by Nature Corrupt and Un- 
holy. There is no Difference between 
Jews and Gentiles, High and Low, Rich 
and Poor; for All have ſinned, and come 
ſhort of the Glory of God, Rom. iii. 22, 
23. How then ſhall Man be Holy before 
Gop? Or how ſhall he regain the Holi- 
neſs which he hath loſt? Now in order 
to reſolve this Queſtion we proceed to 
ſhew, 

II. How and where Evangelical Holi- 
neſs is to be attained. And this is no 
where to be had but in CHRIST. He is 
our Holineſs; this we poſſeſs by Faith in 
Him. This I call Evangelical Hol:ne/s, 
becauſe this is the Holineſs which the 
Goſpel preſcribes and propoſes to us; and 
it ſtands in Dire& Oppoſition to All that 
Self-Holineſs which we may imagine we 
have in us, as well as to All that Legal 

- Holt- 
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Holineſs which we may fondly conceit is 
performed by us. Indeed in us there is 
no Holineſs at all by Nature; and what 
Appearances ſoever of Holineſs Perſons 
may wear, All their Holineſs is nothing 
but Mock-Holineſs, till they believe in 
CHRIST, as their Holineſs. 
All Parties and Denominations of 
Chriſtians pretend to Great Degrees of 
Holineſs, and ſome to much Greater 
than others. The Romans have Many 
Holy Orders of Monks, Nuns and Fri- 
ars among them; and they think thoſe 
the Holieſt who keep ſtricteſt to their 
Order. Others who are not of the Ro- 
man. Communion ſeek after Holineſs ; 
ſome in one Way, and ſome in another, 
Some ſeek for Holineſs in a Way of Soli- 
tude and Retirement from the World. 
Some-think to make themſelves Holy by 
obſerving the Ceremonies of Religion. 
Others look for Holineſs from ſome 
Good Qualities and Diſpoſitions in them- 
ſelves. And generally, this is a Com- 
mon Miſtake which People make; they 
look into themſelves for Holineſs inſtead 
of looking out of themſelves to CHRIST 
for it, The Holieſt Men are by Nature 


no better than the Vileſt of Sinners. 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe who believe in CauR1sT are per- 


fectly Holy as they ſtand in Him; they 


ſee no Holineſs in themſelves, but they 
truſt in him as their Holineſs; they know 
that in themſelves is nothing at all but 
Sin and Miſery, and fo they caſt them 
ſelves as Miſerable Sinners at the Feet of 
CHRIST, diſclaiming All Pretenſions to 
Holineſs in themſelves, and depending 
entirely upon CyRI1sT for Holineſs and 
Sanctification. Souls who are truly a- 
wakened to ſce what Miſerable Sinners 
they are, are at firſt ſtartled, becauſe they 
find no Holineſs in themſelves, and yet 
they know that without Holineſs no Man 


ſhall ſee the Loxp: But as ſoon as they 


ſee CHRIST their Holineſs, their Hearts 
leap for Joy; they are Happy in having 
CHRIST for their Holineſs, and are well 
aſſur' d of ſeeing the LorD to their Com- 
fort. Such Souls glory not in the Holi- 
neſs that is in them, but in the Holineſs 
that is in the LoRxD JEsus our Saviour. 
Since I have ſtated the Doctrine of 
Sanctification in another Place, I need 


ſay but little about it here. Vet for your 


Satisfaction, my Dear Brethren, I muſt 
juſt mention a Text or Two. The A- 
poſtle expreſly declares that CHRIST by 

made 
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made to us of Gor Sanctification or Ho- 
lineſs as well as Righteouſneſs, 1 Cor. i. 
30. Which plainly ſhews that CHRIST 
is our Holineſs as well as our Righteou/- 
eſs. As we have no Righteouſneſs of 
our own to juſtify us, ſo we have no Ho- 
lineſ of our own to ſanctify us; but as 
CHRIST is made to us Righteouſneſs for 
our Juſtification, ſo CHRIS T 7s made to 
us Holineſs for our Sanctification. The 
fame Apoſtle declares, Rom. xi. 16, that 
F the Root be Holy, ſo are the Branches, 
CHRIST is the Root, we are the Branch- 
es; as the Branches are united to the 
Roof, ſo are we united to CHRIST ; and 
as the Branches partake of the Nature of 
the Root, ſo are we Partakers of the Di- 
vine Nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. and therefore 
are ſaid to be Partakers of his. Holineſs, 
Heb. xii. 10. Believers are /an#:fied by 
Faith in CyR1sT JESUS, Act, xxvi. 18. 
It is Faith which puriſieth the Heart, xv. 
9. They who believe in CaR1sT are 
Pure in Heart, and they are Bleſſed, and 
ſach Hall fee Gop, Matt. v. 8. All 
True Chriſtians poſſeſs a Perfect Sanctifi- 
cation, not in themſelves, but in CHRIST. 
No Man is Holy in himſelf, but He that 
believes in CHRIST is ſanctiſed wholly in 

Body, 
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Body, Soul and Spirit, 1 Th. v. 23. As 
he Shieh hath called them is Holy, ſo are 
they Holy in All Manner of Converſati on; 


becauſe it is written, be ye Holy, for I am 
Holy, 1 Pet. i. 15, 16. CarisT's Ho- 


lineſs is made over to us. He is our Holi- 
neſs; and by Paith we ſce All our Holi- 
neſs in Him. It is ſeeing Car1sT' our 
Holineſs that makes us Holy. It is ſeeing 
CuR1sT our Sanctification that ſanctifies 
us. Hence our Saviour faith, for their 
ſakes I ſanfiify myſelf, that they alſo might 
be ſanctiſied, John xvii. 19. We all (aach 
the Apoſtle) with open Face beholding as 
in a Glaſs the Glory of the LoRD are 
changed into the 2 Image from Glory to 
Glory, even as by the Spirit of the LORD, 
2 Cor. iii. 18. 

For further Confirmation of this I 
would only appeal to your Hearts; permit 
me to aſk you ſeriouſly, my Brethren, do 
you find any Holineſs in you? Can you 
ſay, and ſpeak the Truth, that you are 
Holy in yourſelves? Do you not ſee that 
in you dwells no Good Thing? Do you 
not plainly perceive that in you is no Ho- 
lineſs at all, but on the contrary All 


Manner of Unholineſs? What muſt be 


done then?- Is there no Remedy? Yes, 
_—_ Bleſſed 
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Bleſſod be Gop, there is; only renounce 
All your own Holineſs and truſt in 
CuRis'T for Holineſs. Your own For- 
mal and Legal Holineſs is nothing but 
Mood, Hay, Stubble, Droſs and Dung, 


1 Cor. iii. 12. Phil. iii. 8. All this is 
the Holineſs of the Scribes and Phariſees: 
It is a Sandy Foundation, and he that 
builds upon it is not wiſe. A Chriſtian's | 


Holineſs is CuR1sT; and they who ſaving- 


ly believe are obliged to acknowledge that 
in them is no Holineſs at all; they freely 


declare that they know of no other Holi- 
neſs or Sanctiſication than what they poſ- 
ſeſs by Faith in the Lox D Jesvs. 

As for thoſe who are always looking 
into themſelves for Holineſs, they are al- 
ways in Bondage; the longer they look, 


the leſs they ſee; and if they look long 


enough, they will at laſt ſee none at all. 
And what muſt they do then? This is the 
only Way, they muſt ſubmit to CHRIS 
for Holineſs; they mult lie at his Feet as 
Unholy Sinners, and depend entirely up- 
on the Holineſs that is in the Saviour. 
A Perſon who thinks himſelf juſtified 
by CHRIST but not ſanctified in CHRIST, 
and keeps ſeeking Holineſs in himſelf is 


Apt to ſay within himſelf © ChRIS T hath 


juſti- 
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ec juſtified me, and he will ſanctify me; 


at preſent I ſee a Great Deal of Sin in“ 


*« me, and I am very Unholy; but in a 


* Courſe of Years I hope to be more Ho- 
* ly. ” Well-- what is the Conſequence? 
Years after Years paſs on, and the Perſon 


ſtill finds nothing but Sin in himſelf, 


Then he is Ready to queſtion CHRIST's 
Love to him, and to aſk. © If I am a 


Child of Gop, why am I thus? Why 


am I ſo Unholy and Corrupt? Indeed 


* by this Time I expected to be very 
Pure and Holy; but I ſtill perceive I 
% have as much Sin in me as I had 
* many Years ago. Have I not Reaſon 
e then to doubt of my State? Will 
* CHRIST accept of ſo Unholy a Sinner 
* as 1? Or will it not be Prefumption in 
e me to truſt in him? Now what is 
All this, but Carnal Reaſoning and Self- 
Holineſs? CHRISH accepts of Unholy 
Sinners; and they whom he receives are 
forc'd to caſt themſelves with All their 
Unholineſs before his Mercy-Seat, and 
they lie as Sinful Creatures at the Foot- 
{tool of his Grace All their Life-Time; 
they ſee their Sanctification in him, and 
this is what they confide in for Eternal 
Salvation. So that while the one looks 

B 2 into 
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into himſelf for Holineſs, and finds none, 
and thereupon walks in Continual Heavi- 
neſs; the other expects to find nothing in 
himſelf but Sin and Miſery, and therefore 
he ſees All in CuRIST, and enjoys a 
Compleat Holineſs in him, and fo walks 
in much Happineſs'and Liberty of Soul. 
Again; It One who ſeeks Holineſs in 
himſelf is at the Point of Death, imme- 
diately he turns his Eye inward to ſee if he 
is Holy enough to die; but when he ſees 
little or no Holineſs at all in him, he 
ſays in his Heart ** I believe Cyr1sT hath 
* forgiven my, Sins and juſtified me, but 
« then I am not ſanctified; I wiſh I 
might live a little longer that I might 
ebe compleatly fanctified, and then J 
* ſhould be willing to die ” Indeed All 
who look into themſelves for Holineſs 
are always in Bondage thro' Fear. of 
Death : But Souls who have Faith in 
CHRIST and fee All their Holineſs trea- 
ſured up in him are not afraid of Death; 
becauſe they know die when they will, 
they ſhall go ſafe to Glory; becauſe altho' 
they find no Holineſs in themſelves, yet 
they believe that CHRIST is their Holi- 
neſs, and they are compleatly Holy and 
perfectly ſanctified in him their Hed 
This 
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This is the Holineſs in which they wha 
truſt need not dread ſeeing Gop; but 


without CHRIST for our Holineſs ſhall 
no Man ſee the Lok. Whence I proceed 

III. To inſiſt upon the Neceſſity of 
Holineſs upon what the Apoftle here ſug- 
geſts, viz. that without it no Man ſhall 


ſee the Lokd. To ſee the Lox is to be 


happy in the Enjoyment of him. The 
Wicked ſhall indeed fee the LoRD, when 
he comes in Judgment; every Eye fhall 
behold him, and they alſo which pierced 
him; but then it will be to their Sad Sur- 
prize and Eternal Confuſion; wherefore 
the Apoſtle adds, All Kindreads of the 
Earth, i. e. All thoſe who do not believe, 
fhall wail becauſe of him, Rev. i. 7. 


_ Jesvs faith to his Diſciples, J go 0 pre- 
pare a Place for you. And if F 97 and 
/. L 


prepare a Place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myſelf, that 
where I am, there ye may be aljo, Joh. xv. 
2. N 


ry which thou haſt given me. In CHRIST's 


Preſence is Fulneſs of Joy and at his 


Righthand are Rivers of Pleaſure for ever- 


B 3. more. 


y our Saviour prays, 
John xvii, 24, Father; I will that they 
alſo whom thou haft” given me, be with me 
where J am; that they may bebold my Glo- 
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more. He which are alive and remain, 


ſhall be caught up together with them in 


the Clouds, 1 meet the Loxp in the Air: 
And je ſpall we ever be with the Lokp, 
1 Theſ. iv 17. The Lord Jxsvs is the 
Source of All Pleaſure and the Sum of All 
Bliſs and Perfection. They who dwell in 
his Preſence are for ever Happy. But 


thoſe who know not Gop and that obey not 


the Goſpel of our LORD Jesvs CHRIST 
ſhall be puniſhed with Everlaſting De- 


ſtruction from the Pre ſence of of the th D; 


and from the Glory of his Power, 1 Thel, 
0. 

The Loxp is Holy in All his Ways 
and Righteous in All his Works; Holy 
and Reverend is his Namie: Heaven is the 
Habitation of his Holineſs: He dwelleth 
in that High and Holy Place into which 
no Unclean or Unholy Thing can enter. 
How then. ſhall. ſo Unclean or Unholy 
a Creature as Man find Admiſſion into 
Heaven? It is Certain he hath no Holi- 
neſs of his own to. gain him. Acceſs thi- 
ther; how then, but in the Holineſs of 
CurIsT ſhall he approach the Throne of 
the moſt High Gop? 

No Unſanctified Man can, be faved; 
yet no Man is fanctified in himſelf; 2 

thnoic 
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thoſe who are ſanctified are ſanctiſed in 


CuRIST JEsUs, and in him as their Sanc- 
tification they enter into the Kingdom of 


Glory. This is the Myſtery of Goſpel 


Sanctification, to live out of ourſelves up- 


on CHR1sT for Sanctification equally as 


for Juſtification, and to depend no more 
upon our Self-holineſs than upon our Self- 
righteouſneſs, but to depend as much up- 
on the Holineſs of CHRIST as upon his 
Righteouſneſs for Salvation, This Myſ- 
tery Believers are taught by the Spirit; 
and when Souls ſee into this Myſtery, 


they ſtand aſtoniſhed at the Glory of the 


LoRD Jesvs; they behold All their Holi- 
neſs in CHRIST, and they are tranſported 
with Unſpeakable Joy and Satisfaction. 
Then they clearly diſcern in CHR 1sT not 
only their Perfect Juſtification, but alſo 
their Perfect Sanctification. This makes 
them live happily in CyR1sT and rejoice 
continually. ; * 

As for All Holineſs beſides what is in 
CuR1sT and what we poſſeſs by Faith in 


him, it is nothing but Legal Holineſs and 


Self-Sanctification at beſt; yea, it is no- 
thing but Self-righteouſneſs under a Dif- 
ferent Name. All our Holineſs is CHRIST 
and in CHRIST, and we utterly 3 
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All Holineſs but what is found in Chriſt, 
and what we enjoy by believing in him. 
CurrsT is a Chriſtian's Holineſs as much 
as his Righteouſneſs, Faith in the Ho- 
ltineſs of CHRIST is as neceſſary to Sal- 
vation as Faith in his Righteouſneſs. Is 
Cnxisr divided? What then fignifies 
Trifling? CHRIST is every thing to a 
Believer, or he is Nothing. Therefore 
bock upon CHRIST as your whole Rig h- 

 teouſneſs, your whole Wi ſabm, your whole 
Sanctiſication, and your whole Redemp- 
tion, 1 Cor. i. 30. or elſe you make no- 
thing at al! of him, but do in Effect re- 
nounce All the Salvation of the Goſpel: 
CHRIST is the Holineſs of a Chriſtian; 
and without this Holineſs no Man, whe- 
ther High or Low, Rich or Poor, Learn- 
ed or Unlearned, fhall ſee the Loxp. Do 
you want a Holineſs that will bring you 
to Heaven? Then look not into your- 
ſelf for it, for you will never find it there; 
but only look to CHRIST by Faith, and 
you will ſee in Him ſuch a Perfect and 
Compleat Holineſs as will make you 
Meet for Heaven, and adminiſter an A- 
bundant Entrance to you into that Eter- 
nal State of Purity and Perfection. 

As for you * do n in CHRIST as 


* your 
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your Holineſs, I congratulate your Hap- 
pineſs, I rejoice in the Succeſs and Proſ- 
perity of your Souls. Is not the LorD 
TEsUs a Sweet Saviour to you? What a 
Comfort is it when you can find no Holi- 
neſs in yourſelves, to believe and ſee that 
 CaR1$T is your Holineſs? Do you not 

find by Experience that CHRISTH your 
Sanctification is very Precious and Com- 
fortable to your Souls? And do you not 
ſee how Good CHRIS hath been to you 
in giving you his Holineſs when you had 
none of your own? And what a Great 
Happineſs is it that the Lox o Jesvs hath 
taught you to look no longer into your- 
ſelves for Holineſs, but to look up to him 
by Faith, and to ſee All your Holineſs in 
Him? Therefore give Glory to the LoRD 
Jesus CHRIST. Bleſs and praiſe him for 
ever for letting you into this Myſtery. 
Stand faſt in CHRIS H JEsvs as your Sanc- 
tification. Let neither Men nor Devils 
beat you off from your Faith in CHRIST 
or remove you from the Hope of the Goſ- 
pel, This is Chriſtian Holineſs to believe 
that CHRIST is our Holineſs. While you 
look to CyurIsT for Holineſs, you will be 
Happy; but if you once take your Eye off 


CuR1sT, and look into yourſelf for Holi- 
neſs 


{4 


+ neſs, you will be Miſerable; and you will 


never come to any ſettled Reft or Solid 
Satisfaction till you return to CHRIST 
your Holinefs again. 

This Sanctification is called the Sancti- 
fication of the Spirit, 2 Theſ. ii. 13. be- 
cauſe the Spirit takes of the Things of 
CHRIST, and ſhews them unto us; the 
Spirit takes of the San#rficatron that is in 
CHRIST, and fpreads it before the Soul; 
the Soul fees it, and believes in it and fo ts 
fanctified. And as Souls increaſe in Faith, 
they ſee more and more clearly that 
CunkIs T is their Sant iſication; and in 
this Senſe they may be ſaid to increaſe in 
Sanctiſfication and Holineſs; for as they 
increaſe and are built up in their moſt Holy 
Faith (as the Apoſtle Jude ſpeaks ver. 20) 
they ſee more and more plainly that 
CHRIST is their Holineſs. Thus as Chri- 
ftians grow in Grace and in the Knowledge 
of GHRIST, they know more and more 
of Cuxrs r their Sanctification. Hence as 
the R:ghteouſneſs of Gop, i,c. of CHRIST, 
fo'alſo his Holineſs 7s revealed from Faith 
1 Faith in a Believing Soul, Rom. i. 17. 
See then, Brethren, that ye increaſe in the 
Knowledge of Ixsus your Sanctification, 
and the more you diſcover of this Great 
Myſtery, the Happier you will be. 


161 
Laſtly. Abide in Cukisr, and he in you. As the Branch 
carnct bear Fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the Vine; us 
| more can ye, except ye abide in me, He that abideth in me, 
and J in him, the ſame bringeth forth much Fruit.---Here- 
in is my Father glorified, that ye bear mnch Fruit, John 
XV. 4, 5, 8. Be not conformed to this World, but be ye 
transfurmed by the renewing of your Mind, Rom. xii. 2. 
Shew your Faith in CHRIST and your Love to CyrIsT 
by following his Example. Put the Adervſaries to Si- 
lence. Let not the Goſpel of CxzisT be blaſphemed 
thro' you. Be Holy in All Manner of Converſation, 
and thereby convince Oppoſers that this Doctrine does 
not lead Men into Sin and Wickedneſs either of Heart 
or Life. Dearly*Belowed, I beſeech you as Strangers and 
Pilgrims, abſtain from Fleſhly Luſts, which war againſt 
the Soul; having your Converſation honeſt among the Gen- 
tiles: That whereas they ſpeak againſt you as Evil Doers, 
they may by your Good Works which they ſhall behold, 
glorify GoD in the Day of Viſitation, 1 Pet. ii. 11, 12. 
As for you who are looking into yourſelves for Ho- 
lineſs, I pity. your Miſery; for I know your Caſe by | 
Experience. You have been long ſeeking Holineſs in | 
ne oy have you not? But have you found that 1 
olineſs which you expected, and after which you have 
been ſo long ſeeking? Even ſo, I tell you, when you 
have look'd as much or twice as much longer a Space 
after Holineſs in yourſelves, you will find. yourſelves 
ſtill Unholy and Full of Sin. Therefore look no longer 
into yourſelves for Holineſs, for if you do, your La 
bour is in vain; but ſee All your Holineſs in CayrisT, 
by Faith behold Jesvs your Sanctification; and then 
you build upon a Sure Foundation, and cannot fail of 
going to Heaven, What ſignifies inventing Excuſes, 
or making any Delay? Is it not as well to come to 
Car1sT for Holineſs at firſt as at lat? You muſt come 
to this Point at laſt, or elſe you will never be Happy. 
What does All your Own Holineſs and Formal Sanctity 
do, but only ſerve to make you Miſerable? . But they 
who caſt off their own Self- Sanctification and rely upon 
Cnrisr for Sanctification are Bleſſed. Beſides, how do 
you grieve the Spirit by not receiving . 1 
＋ > 3.4 MT 
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which he ſets before you? As Self-righteous Creatures 
grieve CHRIST by truſting to their own Righteouſneſs 
and rejecting his Righteouſneſs, ſo Self- holy Souls 
grieve the LoRD Jesvs by truſting to their own Holi- 
neſs, and rejecting Him as their Holineſs. Have you 
then thus grieved the SpIRIT of CHRIST? Grieve him 
then no longer. No longer look into yourſelves for 
that Holineſs which is to be found only in CHRIST. 
Turn the Eye of your Soul to Him; ſee Him your E- 
vangelical Holineſs, and you are Safe. For as Arch- 
biſhop Usne in his Body of Divinity ſays, ©* His Pure 
Conception is imputed unto us, and the Corruption 
of our Nature covered from Gop's Eyes, whilſt his 
«Righteouſneſs as a Garment is put upon us.“ 

When 1/-ae/ came out of Egypt, and ſpoiled the E- 
g yptians of their Gold, Silver and Jewels, (which yet 
the Eg yptians voluntarily gave them) they afterwards 
made an Idol, a Golden Calf of thoſe Things and wor- 
ſhipp'd it, and provoked the Lox D. So when Souls paſs 
out of a State of Nature into a State of Grace, the 
Spixir gives them Many Excellent Ornaments, Ezek. 
xvi. f, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, &c. they are filled with the 
Fruits of the Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Longſuffering, 
Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs and Temperance, 
Gal. v. 22, 23. Theſe are Excellent Ornaments, for 
which we thank our Saviour. But if Believers truſt to 
theſe inſtead of truſting to ChRIST, if they worſhip the 
Gift inſtead of the Giver, or look upon theſe Things as 
their Sanctification inſtead of ſeeing All their Sanctifica- 
tion in CyR1sT, the Lord Jesvs is provoked to Jea- 
louſy, and whom he loves he rebukes and chaſtens, Rev. 
iii. 19. Therefore whatſoever Fruits of the SpikIr 
you enjoy, do not look upon them as your Sanctification. 
Remember Cyk1sT is your Sanctification. Do not live 
upon the Streams inſtead of the Fountain, CHRIST is 
All and in All. CurtsT is the Fountain and Fulneſs 
of SanQlification and Holineſs. He is the Fountain of 
Life. He is a Well of Salvation, that can never be 
exhauſted. Live upon him, and you ſhall never die. 


gi. 2 15 10 A 6 and Dominion for ever and ever, Amen. 
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